[The value of prognostic factors in patients who underwent a resection of pulmonary metastases].
155 patients were operated on pulmonary metastases in Jena during the period from 1.1.1984 to the 31.12.1994. The findings of 151 patients were analysed. 128 patients suffered from a carcinoma, 15 from a sarcoma, 6 from a malignant melanoma and 2 from a Wilms-tumor. The prognostic factors discussed in the international publications at present were investigated in those patients. Significant differences in the long-term survival were found for the following features: a possible radical resection, the tumor entity, the site, the histology and the grading of the primary tumor, the size and the site of the metastases and the resection of recurrent metastases. Tendencies are described for the type of dissemination and the staging of the primary tumor, the site of the pulmonary metastases in the lung lobes, solitary extrapulmonary metastases and more than 6 lung metastases. In addition patients who showed metastases of a renal cell carcinoma are considered separately.